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UN Advocacy Group members;
Participants who were supposed to attend the 2020
event in New York;
Area-nominated delegates 

This year, on the 10th anniversary of the ECOSOC Youth
Forum, were invited to participate:
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The delegation was integrated by 26 young people from the following
countries: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Finland, Gambia, Germany, Guatemala,

Hong Kong, Mexico, Nigeria, Romania, United States, Uruguay

WORLD YMCA TEAM THAT SUPPORTED THE
PARTICIPATION IN THE EVENT

RAZVAN
SASSU

NATHALIE
THOMAS

PAULO
SILVA

ESTHER
HUI

ANA CLARA
MARTÍ

Staff Placement
(Brazil)

Staff Placement
(Hong Kong)

Staff Placement
(Uruguay)

Programme
Manager (UK)

Head of Policy &
Strategy

(Romania)



After all invitations to the event were sent out, all delegates
received information about the event and step-by-step
instructions on how to register (LINK HERE)
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A week before the Forum, the World YMCA hosted a virtual
event for our delegation so that they could get to know each
other and exchange information before the ECOSOC Youth
Forum. 

YMCA DELEGATES WELCOME EVENT

https://view.genial.ly/6032e99d1f611d0d565810ad/presentation-ecosoc-youth-forum-registration-process


The virtual briefing included the following: greetings and
welcome to participants, introduction about the ECOSOC
Youth Forum, a guest speaker: Sokthea Phay (Member of the
UN Advocacy Group of the World Alliance and Community
Operations Director - YMCA of Greater Long Beach) and a
networking activity.
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AGENDA OF THE WELCOME EVENT
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Provide a platform for young people, in the context of
COVID-19, to engage in a dialogue with Member States
and other actors on concrete actions to rebuild and
recover better at the national, regional and global levels.
Identify specific opportunities for young people to
contribute to the intergovernmental review of the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs at the
HLPF, partnering with Governments, the UN system and
civil society to ensure implementation. 
Share experiences and identify solutions to support youth
in surmounting the devastating impact of COVID-19 in
their economic, social, health and education’s lives as well
as in bolstering their resilience to future shock

OBJECTIVES:

WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL THURSDAY 8 APRIL

OPENING REMARKS: #YOUTHLEAD: YOUNG
PEOPLE IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT TO BUILD BACK

BETTER 

INTERACTIVE ROUNDTABLE: ACHIEVING THE
SDGS WITH AND FOR YOUTH

PARALLEL THEMATIC BREAKOUT SESSIONS
"1": PEOPLE-CENTRIC RESPONSE,

ACCELERATING ACTION FOR THE PLANET

PARALLEL THEMATIC BREAKOUT SESSIONS
"2": PROSPERING AND THRIVING, INCLUSIVE

PEACE: THE WAY FORWARD

BREAKOUT SESSION: HARNESSING
PARTNERSHIPS, RESOURCES AND SCIENCE:
WORKING TOGETHER TO GET THINGS DONE

NETWORKING RECEPTION: CONNECTING,
AMPLIFYING, AND LEVERAGING – A VIRTUAL

NETWORKING RECEPTION FOR YOUNG
CHANGEMAKERS

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
ARAB STATES REGION
AFRICA
EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA AND OTHER
STATES
LATIN AMERICA
THE CARIBBEAN

REGIONAL BREAKOUT SESSIONS: REGIONAL
REALITIES - CHALLENGES, PRIORITIES AND

ACTIONS FOR THE POST COVID-19 RECOVERY
AND REALIZING THE SDGS DECADE OF ACTION

 

INTERACTIVE ROUNDTABLE: ACHIEVING THE
SDGS WITH AND FOR YOUTH

INTERACTIVE ROUNDTABLE: LEAVING NO
YOUTH BEHIND: ADDRESSING THE LONG-TERM

CONSEQUENCES OF COVID-19 FOR
VULNERABLE YOUTH GROUPS

CLOSING SESSION OF THE ECOSOC YOUTH
FORUM

PROGRAMME



Sokthea Phay, member of the World YMCA’s UN Advocacy
Group, addressed a Ministerial Roundtable at the UN’s
ECOSOC Youth Forum. Calling on countries and peoples to
take their full responsibilities in allowing ‘a Just and Inclusive
Transition towards green and sustainable policies’, he pointed
to YMCA’s role in developing Youth-Led Solutions to take
climate action in their communities.

"Right now, the world is facing many pressing issues regarding unsustainable
consumption. The world’s consumption of materials hits records of over 100
billion tons a year. A lot of these increases are from rising uses of non-
renewable natural resources. The unsustainable use of natural resources is
ruining the planet when recycling is failing. Climate and wildlife crises are
propelled by the unsustainable mining of metals, fossil fuels, and deforestation.
Every year, 1.3 billion tons of food, enough to feed 3 billion people, go to waste,
while 1 billion people go hungry and another 1 billion people are
undernourished."
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SPECIAL PARTICIPATION

"Critically, moving towards
sustainable consumption must
take into account those who risk
being left behind by these
policies. To minimize these risks,
we urge Governments to ensure
a Just Transition towards green
and sustainable policies, being
bold in their actions for doing
what is necessary, but also
offering bridge support to the
people and communities who
risk being left unemployed or
having their livelihoods affected
negatively by the transition."

https://www.ymca.int/ymca-at-the-un-ecosoc-youth-forum/
https://www.ymca.int/ymca-at-the-un-ecosoc-youth-forum/


How many sessions did you attend?
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(16 of 26 participants filled out the form)

3 -4  sessions

5 - 6 sessions

More

60%
27%
13%

Did this experience meet your expectations?

Met expectations

Exceeded expectations

Did not meet expectations

53%
27%
20%

Comments on expectations:
There were some problems with the platform that did not allow me to
participate in one session. However, I was able to attend the other
sessions with no major difficulties.
I was expecting to learn a little bit about the different SDGs so that I
could try and find some connections between that and the work I do at
our Y. Instead, the conference was simultaneously teaching me about
the SDGs AND how it affects my work.
I thought it would be smaller sessions compared to everyone in one big
session
I had a hard time connecting to some of the links. Also, I wish there had
been a translation option so that I could better follow along with some
of the sessions.
It was amazing to network and learn so much about the United
Nations and projects around the World.
I was hoping for a more interactive approach.
My expectations for virtual meeting were quite realistic and not very
high in terms of active engagement. I was prepared for that fact that
it's mostly about listening and learning by taking some notes.



Professional's advice on how to recover from the economic crisis
produced by COVID-19; the importance of education as a necessary tool
for economic development, freedom and equality; the necessity to
reinvent and reshape the whole education system.
My key takeaway was YOUTH need to be at the table making decisions
not just having a voice. In Canada a lot of the Ys are run my older white
men that have been with the Y for years. They occasional have forums
that include youth, but I feel it is more symbolic. I think it would be great
if the Y started to have younger people on their boards and have senior
leadership teams that support the vision the young staff have for their
associations.
1. Youth voice matter 2. Cooperation with youth in different countries
create great impact 3. Institutional and non-institutional way to youth
involvement are both important
Virtual events cannot replace face-to-face-meetings, Covid 19 hit youth
differently depending on status and country, youth can have a powerful
voice if they are given the opportunity to speak

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

Very
bad

1 2 3 4 5
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How would you rate the following?

EVALUATION

Very
bad

What are the 3 main things that you learned during
this experience?

Pre-event information 
and preparation

Very
good

Opportunity to actively
engage in the event and

express your opinion

Very
good

Very
bad

Opportunity to express your
opinion inside the YMCA

delegation

Very
good

Very
bad

Your participation as a
learning experience and part

of your  development

Very
good



This was an amazing opportunity that I was honored to have been given
the chance to partake in. I have learned much from this conference that
will be utilized in the work that I do with the YMCA of Saskatoon's Child
and Youth Department. I am currently writing up a summarized version
of the report discussing my experience at the conference that I have
written to our CEO. I would be willing to share it with the World YMCA if
they would be interested.
Thank you for the opportunity to represent the YMCA. And I really
appreciate the coordination team for all the effort they made to give us
the best assistance before and during the event. They did an amazing
job.
It would be great if we could have some follow-up event or initiative to
act on issues that we discussed in the forum. I have kept contact with
some of the youth I met in the forum and we are planning on starting
some initiative. Same could do within the YMCA delegation and we
could share on what we have learned in the forum.

Would you attend the ECOSOC Youth Forum
again if you had this opportunity?
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Yes

Maybe

94%
6%

What would you do differently in the future?
How?

Extra comments:

I would not try to attend so many sessions, I filled up my schedule and
found myself exhausted.
Have more opportunities to network, I didn't really have a chance to
speak to anyone else.
I would hope to attend physically, in which case I would love to do more
networking and participate more by expressing my opinions.
Better preparation prior to ECOSOC for new attendees: deeper
knowledge of the topics and the position of the World YMCA; getting in
touch with national board and national government.
I would attempt to find a balance between taking care of myself and
enduring my attendance. I was so set on attending as many of the
sessions as i could that I ended up exhausting myself instead of utilizing
the ability to replay some of the sessions.
I would like to have a debrief post event.
I will attend more formal session as well as the informal session to meet
with more youth around the world.




