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Kevin Washington is the 14th person and first 
African American to lead the Y Movement in 
the U.S. A 41-year Y professional, he became 
President and CEO of YMCA of the USA (Y-USA) 
on Feb. 1, 2015.  
 
The Y has been a fixture in Kevin’s life since he 
was 10 years old, when he first took part in an 
afterschool program at the Christian Street 
YMCA in his south Philadelphia neighborhood. 
Thanks to the Y, Kevin avoided the negative 
influences and tragic circumstances than 
ensnared other kids from the neighborhood and 

learned to play basketball, which led to a scholarship at Temple University. 
 
He came to Y-USA from the YMCA of Greater Boston, where as President and CEO 
from 2010 to 2014 he expanded membership and access by reducing rates, increased 
diversity and engagement among the Board of Directors to better reflect the 
community and implemented a childhood-education quality initiative that benefits 
thousands of children and families throughout eastern Massachusetts. 
 
Prior to Boston, Kevin served as President and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Hartford 
from 2000 to 2010. Under his leadership the Hartford YMCA invested more than $60 
million to develop or expand eight facilities and camps. He was Chief Operating 
Officer for the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago from 1995 to 2000, and previously held 
other executive roles with the Chicago YMCA and the Philadelphia Freedom Valley 
YMCA. He got his start in the Y as a Youth Program Director at the Christian Street 
YMCA in 1978.  
  
Even before joining Y-USA, Kevin played a central role in determining the national 
direction of the Y. He served as Chairman of the CEO Advisory Committee that guided 
the development of Delivering Our Cause, Y-USA's strategic plan for 2014 to 2017. He 
also was a member of the Y-USA Board of Directors from 2004 to 2009 and previously 
provided leadership to Y-USA's National Diversity Initiative, Aquatic Safety Task Force 
and National Mentorship Program.  
 
Additionally, Kevin has served as Chairman of the YMCA North American Network, the 
North American Metro 30 and the North American Urban Group's Chief Operating 
Officers group.  



 
The NonProfit Times named Kevin to the Power & Influence Top 50, its annual 
celebration of the nonprofit sector’s top executives and strategists, in 2016, 2017, 
2018 and 2019. He serves on the boards of Springfield College, the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation and the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce.   

Kevin earned a bachelor’s degree in history from Temple University. 
 


